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Most members consider the Association for Educational 
Communications and Technology to be a professional 
organization. The deS*ignafion "professional" is taken for 
Va 9^anted. • Little thought is given by most to what is meant by 
the key term "professian~aT*T~~ ^ - 



profession has at least six characateri sties: 

a. an intellectual technique, , - - • 

b. an application of that technique -to practical 
affairs. 
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c. a period of long training necessa^ry before 
entering into thSr profession, ' / ^ . 

d. an association of members of the profession into, a 
closely knit group -with a HIGH QUALITY OF 
COMMUNICATION BETWEEN MEMBERS, 

e. a series of standards, and a statement of ethics 
that is enforced, and 

f. an organ^ized body of intellectual theory constantly 
expanding by research. 

(Finn, J. "Professionalizing the Audiovisual 
FieVd," AUDIO-VISUAL COMMUNICATION REVIEW, Vol. 1, 
No. 1, Winter 1953, pp 6-17.) 

It was obvious to Finn in 4953, and- it is obvious today, that 
AECT is not truly "professional". Rather, it is a quasi- 
professional organization of de;dicated practitioners' moving 
slowly towards real professionalism. 



force influencing that ady^ce is the 
program used by the Associatimjco disseminate 



impact to the discipline. 



One dynamic 
communication 
information of 
of 

publications. The journals published 
INSTRUCTIONAL INNOVATOR, THE JOURNAL 
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that communication system are the Associaton's 



At the foundation 
periodical 
by' AECT are: 
OF I INSTRUCTIONAL 



DEVELOPMENT, apd THE EDUCATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS AND 'TECHNOCGY 
JOURNAL. ' It is through these three. ^publ ication^ that the 
Association establishes a permanent -record of *'what it 
considers to be currently significant issues, ideas and 
insights. These periodicals, more than any other Ass^oci at ion 
activity, provide to all a visible and ' influential" 
identification of purpose "of the_ Association. The 
professionalism of the -.Association w'ilT be 'demonstrated 
through the information printed on their pages. 

Recently, each of these journals experienced a change in 
editors. In order to help these* individual s plan the future 
of their publications, and to provide Association members 
with a better understanding of these periodicals, a 
historical review was undertaken to describe ' some- 
charatffertstics of each journal. Each issue of each 
pub1i;dation was examined, and' the information reported in 
T^^blei"; 1-3 was obtained. Additional ly,/ information about 
each journal is provided below. • / • 

INSTRUCTIOr^AU " INNOVATOR (AUDIOVISUAL INSTRUCTION prior to 
1980) 

Editors: Floyde E. Brooker - 1956-57 ' ' 

Anna Hyer - Iss. 10, 1957-1970 , . 
Howard Hitchens, Jr. - 1971-1982 ■ ' 

Current Editor: Lyn Gubser / 

II/AVI is the most widely distributed of the Association's 
^three journals. While its purpose varies, it is the primary 
"information dissemination tool of the organization. Feature 
articles are generally of the "position paper" type. Jhey 
are usually short (2-5 pages), and on topics of current 
general interest to members of the Association and to usirs. 
of technology. - - - ^ ' 

Three characteristics of II/AVI distinguish it' from the other- 
two AECT publications. First, each issue carries a large 
number of advertisements, from a high of approximately 
50/issue in 1969, to lows of 9/issue in 1956 and IS/issue in 
1977. Also, each issue carries announcements of s-ignif icant - 
events that might be of immediate interest to readers'. Cast, 
II/AVI carries a variety of special columns,- sections- and 
departments that deal with specific issues of interest to* 
sub-groupings *of . readers. The "Learning Resources." 

supplements, "Division" columns and "Techniques" departments 
are notable examples. 

The most significant trend obvious from an examinati.on of 
Table 1 is the steady, climb in the size- of the journal 
through the 1960s, and the decl ine 'during the 1970s. 1969 
seems to have been the peak year for AVI. In that year the 
average 'issue was 115 pages, had approximately S'O ^ 
advertisements, included 18 feature articles of four pages 
each, and published 63 photographs. In 1982, by comparison,' 
the average issue of II was 54 pages, had 11 advertisements, 
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included 5 feature articled of two pages each, and publi'shLd 
13 photographs. While a weakened economy was partially 
"responsible 'for this disturbing downward spiral in the size 
of II,', other considerations, less easily identif ied;vaiso 
contributed to 'the weakened stature of this once pr^ud 
.journal . 

ED,bCATIONAL COMMUNICATIDN AND TECHNOLOGY JOURNAL(ECTJ) - 
; (formerly AV COMMUNICATION REVIEW-AVCR) 

-Editors: William Allen - 1953-1969 ' ■ - 

' ■ Robert Heinich - 1-970-1983 

Current Editor: William Winn.. , 

Managing' Editors: ^nna Hyer 1956-57 

' Mary Hedquist - 1958 , • 

: Mickey Bloodworth -'1959 , ' 

, Alice Finstad - 1960-61 

Katherine Rogers - 1962-63 

Janer Leban - 1964-&5- 

Olger Zabludoff - 196^-68 ^ ^ 

Vita Pariente - 1969-81 



The oldest " of the 'Association's three 'periodicals, ECU 
publishes papers on 'theory, 'development and research related- 
to technalogical processes in education. Generally, ECU is 
considered a research and J:heoiry journal. Feature articles, 
typically contain descriptions of scientific experimentation 
complete with hypothe$es,' statistical tabled and levgls of 
significance'. * 

ECU has experienced a rise and fall somewhat similar to that' 
experienced by II. During the l-950s, an issue of AVCR was 
approximately 75 pages long"" and contained ' five feature 
articles, each' of about 12 pages. During the 1960s and early 
J970S, ' an average issue of . AVCR was approximately 125 pages. 
During this period of plenty, each .issue typically contained 
6 or 7 research or theory papers 'of approximately fifteen 
pages in length. During the. last decade, AVCR (ECU.., since 
'1978) declined in size to appro.xfmateiy 100 pages per issue( 
'and more recently 70 pages).. In the most recent three years 
of ECU ah average - journal contained four or five feature 
articles of . approxijnately 14 page? in length. 

JOURNAL OF INSTRUCnpNAL DEVELOPMENT (JID) 

.Editors: Kenneth Si-lber, Chair of Editorial Board 
anjd Robert Heinich, Consulting 'Editor ' 
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• - 1977 
Kenneth Silber - 1978-8a«Vv 

Kent Gust af son, Gue< 

Xurrent ' Editor: Norman Higgi 




The JOURNAL > FOR INSTRUCT!^ 
begun by the Division for Ins_ 
AECT. This journa*! wa.s" propd'sS 
believed that the. instructional 
viable and growing technique ihfl 

education and training at all le,veVs and in all settings 
The purpose' of JID was, and , is, to ^tribute to the analysis 
and ' improvie'ment of instructional 
,qual ity, professional ly-oriented 
communication between ttieoretica 
instructional^ developers. 

The| Journal carries articles related to 
development within the following parameters: 




1982 



PMENT was, originally 
1 Development(DID) of. 
Luse many AECT members < 
lopment process was a 
ng the improvement of 



^lopment in the form of 
*icles, and to stimulate 
d practically oriented 



instructional 



1., theories, - model s^ 
instructional development; 



and conceptual 



frameworic tf 



2. techniques for designing and evaluating instructional* 
systems; ^ * - . • 

3. reports on evaluations of instructional development 
projects; ^ ■ ^ ' • 

case studies of instructional development projects. 

The focus of JID is on: 

1. the performance, of the instry^tiona^ development process;' 

• >^ * • * 

2. the management or implementation of the irtstructional 
development process; * - 

3. the teaching of the instructional development process. 

SiVice JID is a relatively new publication there are few 
trends obvious from an analysis of Table 3. Generally, a 
typical issue of JID has had forty pages., with four or five 
feature articles. . Advertising has appeared periodically, but 
not routinely, and phatographs have been rarely ihcluded. ' 



SUMMARY:, . . . - 

Comrnahiqation for .professional development might be a pHrase 
used to. describe the purpose of AECT's three periodical 
publications. In the last three decades* these three journals 
have published oyer 3450 feature articles w/^itten by 4208 
authors, (3424 men and 784 women). Certainly, these statistics 
indicate a dramatic "influence on the professional growth of 
AECT. 
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Any, anal ysi^ of these, three' periodicals, pven " a brtef one . 
suth as 'tJjiiS' pap^r, ^ould be incomplete^ if did not call 
attention, to the d:rasttc 'decl ine in .tnQ( apjDarent impact off 
two of these Journals during .the last tert'yearsV 'Certainly, 
this problem is'one of/the most critical , for ihe Assoctatioli 
to addr^si;. Possibly, the -thrpe^/nfew editor^ of these^ 
publications will Reverse this unfortunate ti^end. . . The 
professibnali zation; 'of Educational Communications - and 
Technology is directly rela1;'ed^ to' the success of these 
journals, ' an,d while size indicators are dgfi.n'itely. riot the i 
mst significant ava^vlabje, they , do provide conquerable- 
cause for concern. ^ " ' . - 
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